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AFSPA will continue in Nagaland: Rijiju

Nagaland is a special case…the peace agreement has not come about yet. There are many
underground factions as well. There are issues like rivalry among different factions…I cannot say
about the future policy,” Mr. Rijiju said. On April 1, the Home Ministry revoked AFSPA in
Meghalaya and restricted it to eight police stations instead of 16 in Arunachal Pradesh.

In the case of Assam (excluding areas covered by the Guwahati municipality) and Manipur (except
seven Assembly constituencies in Imphal) the respective State governments exercise the right.

As per the Home Ministry’s data, in the northeast, there has been a reduction of 96% in casualties
among the security forces from 289 in 1997 to 12 in 2017. Civilian casualties also dropped by 96%
from 907 in 2,000 to 37 last year.

The year 2017 recorded the lowest insurgency incidents.
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Maoists have developed new weapons: report

A file photo of security personnel inspecting a blast site in Chhattisgarh.  

Naxals have developed some lethal and crude ammunition like Rambo arrows, topped with gun
powder, and improvised rocket bombs as part of their new armoury to be used on security forces,
says a new report.

The report prepared by a joint security command on IED threats in Left Wing Extremism (LWE)-hit
areas said the Maoists have devised a smart way of concealing crude bombs in animal excreta to
deceive sniffer dogs of the security teams from detecting and alerting their masters. “There were
occasions in the first quarter of 2017, when sniffer dogs of security forces were killed or injured as
pressure improvised explosive devices (IEDs) exploded while the canines were getting agitated
because of the obnoxious smell (of the excreta) while trying to detect the hidden IEDs,” the report
accessed by PTI said.

One of the newest technique witnessed in LWE-hit areas, the report said, is the use of an
innovative explosive material called ‘Rambo arrow’. “The arrow head carries low grade gun
powder or fire cracker powder which explodes after hitting the target. The rambo arrow doesn’t
cause much damage but disorients the security personnel by generating intense heat and fog,
thereby making it easy for the Maoists to inflict fatal battle injuries on the troops and helps them to
loot their weapons,” the analysis of the new IED trends said.

The Maoists are increasingly using this technique instead of high grade explosives or IEDs as
such a blast damages the weapons of the security personnel.

The Naxals have also developed improvised mortars and rockets. “In the rockets, a conical nose
filled with explosives is welded into the tail-section which is filled with low-explosive propellant fuel
and the funnel shaped nozzle on the tail produces thrust and fins loosely screwed to the tail
provide stability to the rockets in flight...,” the report said. Once the rocket strikes, an explosion
takes place and creates a boom impact, it said.
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DNA data banks to be set up

DNA data banks will be set up at the national and the State levels to store profiles, and those who
leak such information will be punished with jail terms of up to three years, according to a draft Bill
on DNA technology being finalised by the Law Ministry. The data is to be used for identifying
victims, accused, suspects, undertrials,

missing persons and unclaimed bodies.PTI

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-05-14

Navy to opt for Big Data, AI in operational functioning

At the biannual Naval Commanders’ Conference which ended here on Friday, the Navy has
finalised plans to incorporate Big Data Analytics and Artificial Intelligence into its operational
functioning.

According to an official statement: “In keeping with the Navy’s ethos of harnessing niche
technologies, concrete plans to incorporate Big Data Analytics and Artificial Intelligence into the
Navy’s operational functioning have also been formulated.”

Digital library

The conference also saw the inauguration of a new digital library available across the Navy for
“knowledge management and retrieval including archiving of critical data and information.”
Besides, senior Admirals also discussed the issues of “security and hardening of naval data
networks in keeping with contemporary cybersecurity practices.”

According to a spokesperson, the first biannual Naval Commanders’ Conference of 2018
concluded on Friday after four days of intense deliberations on a wide range of issues.

The conference was inaugurated by Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, who said the Indian
Navy was a “force to reckon with in the Indo-Pacific region.” She also assured the naval leadership
that efforts to bridge critical capability gaps in ship-borne helicopters, fleet support ships and
submarines would be progressed by the government.

The spokesperson said the need for approval of the second indigenous aircraft carrier for the Navy
was discussed at the conference.

This project, along with the other shipbuilding projects already under way or in the pipeline
including mine counter measure vessels, landing platform dock, anti-submarine shallow water
craft, diving support vessels and survey vessels, are expected to provide a major thrust to the
‘Make-in-India’ initiative of the government, the Navy said.
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Cabinet approves provision of mobile connectivity in Left Wing Extremism Areas
Cabinet

Cabinet approves provision of mobile connectivity in Left
Wing Extremism Areas

Posted On: 23 MAY 2018 3:49PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the "Universal
Service Obligation Fund [USOF]” supported scheme to provide mobile services at 4072 tower
locations identified by MHA in inhabited uncovered areas affected by Left Wing Extremism [LWE]
of 96 districts in 10 States for Phase-ll project.  The total project cost would be Rs.7,330 Crore.

 

This network would be used by the security personnel deployed in LWE affected areas.  Project
will also provide the mobile services to help the residents in unconnected inhabited villages which
would improve the economic activities in the region. It will give impetus to the e-Governance
activities in the backward and LWE affected area with the availability of digital mobile connectivity. 

 

The numbers of Tower locations proposed in the 10 States are as follows:

S.No.
 

States
 

Districts
 

Number of Tower locations

1
 

Andhra Pradesh
 

8
 

429
 

2
 

Bihar
 

8
 

412
 

3
 

Chhattisgarh
 

16
 

1028
 

4
 

Jharkhand
 

21
 

1054
 

5
 

Madhya Pradesh
 

1
 

26
 

6
 

Maharashtra
 

2
 

136
 

7
 

Odisha
 

18
 

483
 

8
 

Telengana
 

14
 

118
 

9
 

Uttar Pradesh
 

3
 

179
 

10 West bengal 5 207
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Total
 

10 states
 

96
 

4072
 

 

Background:

 

A. LWE Phase I project

 

The LWE phase-l project for providing the mobile services using 2G technology in LWE Areas
with a total sanctioned cost of Rs, 4080.78 Cr is on completion.

i.

Total 2335 sites are radiating out of total 2355 as on date. ii.
 

B. LWE-Phase-II project

 

MHA in consultation with the concerned states has identified 4072 tower locations for the
communication need of the security personnels deployed in 96 districts of 10 states and
provided to DoT on 27th October, 2017.

i.

Technology proposed in the Phase-ll project has been upgraded according to the
requirement of Stakeholders. Now 2G and 4G technology is being deployed in this project for
providing the mobile connectivity.

ii.

 

*****

AKT/VBA/SH

 

(Release ID: 1533122) Visitor Counter : 341

Read this release in: Marathi , Tamil , Telugu , Kannada , Malayalam
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Decoding Europe’s new data protection law

The recent flurry of ‘we have updated our privacy policy’ e-mails in your inbox is the result of
European Union’s (EU) General Data Protection Regulation coming into force. These stringent
regulations that aim to protect all EU citizens from data breaches, provide for hefty penalties of up
to €20 million or 4% of a company’s global revenue for non-compliance. Analysts expect this
regulation to have a ripple effect on how consumers’ data is treated across the world.

The regulation, which was approved by the EU Parliament in April 2016 after about four years of
preparation and debate, came into effect on May 25, 2018.

However, many firms in India are still not ready for compliance with the new law which will cover
all entities doing business in the EU.

GDPR journey

“A lot of organisations, especially in the EU region, started their GDPR compliance journey more
than a year ago,” said Jaspreet Singh, partner-Cybersecurity, EY. “It is only in India that
awareness is very low and organisations are still grappling with how to get compliant with GDPR.
Compliance is not easy… It is not a one-time job… it impacts not only technology but all aspects
of organisation per se.”

He pointed out that only 30-35% of all IT/ITES firms had started work towards being GDPR-
compliant. “It is a mix of many issues… a lot of organisations still don’t understand how this is
applicable to them. For some, it’s a typical mentality that ‘I will not get fined or we will see what
happens,” Mr. Singh said. But it is not just IT and ITES companies. Firms across sectors and
industries need to be GDPR-compliant.

“Any organisation providing goods and services in the EU, be it a BFSI unit, a manufacturer, a
pharma company..., comes under GDPR,” said Prashant Gupta, partner, Grant Thornton India
LLP. “This regulation will radically transform the privacy landscape for organisations of all sizes
and sectors that process personal data.

GDPR not only impacts Indian organisations, but also global firms who are handling or managing
PII data for EU employees, vendors, businesses,” said Mr. Gupta.

Mr. Singh of EY said a lot of focus is on the IT/ITes firms as they contribute about 7% to India’s
GDP. “If you look at the revenues, it is a heavy contributor. That is why everyone talking about the
sector being the most impacted. Otherwise, cost of doing business will be there across sectors.

“There are areas where GDPR provides relief and consistency, however, it also comes with very
stringent penalties on non-compliance,” said IT/ITes industry body Nasscom.

“Most large companies are very well prepared due to economies of scale, however, the impact on
SMEs and start-ups are a cause for concern they may struggle with several areas that render it
costly for processors,” it said. “Once this learning curve is scaled, we do see an opportunity to
offer services for GDPR compliance and complaint process capabilities,” Nasscom added.

GDPR is a more stringent form of earlier regulations. “So, companies have been following certain
processes already, they now need to take it to the next level. The real impact of this on business
will become clear only one or two quarters down the line and will depend mainly on issues of non-
compliances and supervisory authority’s consideration,” said Mr. Gupta.
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‘Positive impact’

“This [GDPR] will have a positive impact on the way data is treated globally by the companies. It is
difficult for global companies to segregate data and systems in an integrated world.

“GDPR will provide a benchmark of how data protection may be treated. GDPR also gives a sense
of comfort to the data subjects and enforces clear purpose, transparency of data when any data
controller or processor collects, processes, stores, disposes and archives their personal data,” he
added.

Mr. Singh agrees. “Mauritius, for example, last week passed a very stringent law similar to GDPR.
India is already working on data protection law — some of the attributes that the draft policy talks
about are similar to what is there in the GDPR. Today, globally, organisations will have to up their
ante on privacy-related engagements and issues. So that end customer data is not impacted.”

On the financial impact on businesses, Mr. Singh said, “I can’t put a number on it… a lot of clients
that we work with have already started getting queries around please demonstrate your GDPR
compliance, privacy policy, consent notices etc. across sectors.”

‘Tectonic shift’

Terming the new law as “a tectonic shift in the global privacy paradigm,” Anant Maheshwari,
president, Microsoft India said it would herald a new era in consumer trust. “We began work on
GDPR as soon as it was adopted by the European Union. We have over 300 full-time engineers
focused on GDPR compliance and have adopted over 30 controls based on GDPR.

“Our preparations for GDPR touch every part of our company — from our senior leadership who
drive our commitment all the way to individual engineers on our product teams who write code,” he
added in a blog.

“I think most of the businesses must have done assessments and would have in their business
systems try to build logic to get ready for it [GDPR]. I can tell you for HCL. We have worked very
closely with the regulators in Europe for the EU GDPR law. HCL has done necessary things for its
part of operations in Europe to comply to the GDPR regulation,” said Maninder Singh, corporate
vice president and head, cybersecurity and GRC business, HCL Technologies.

Data protection jobs

According to data from job portal Indeed, between January 2017 and March 2018, there had also
been a spike in the number of job postings for data protection roles, which had seen an increase
of 143% while the number of job searches for the same had risen by 188% as Indian companies
looked to fortify their databases.

“Globally, the increasing number of cybercrimes had made it imperative for companies to keep
pace in hiring the right talent to combat them. Therefore, companies across the world are gearing
up to ensure compliance to General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and ePrivacy
requirements,” said Sashi Kumar, managing director, Indeed India.

Additionally, according to the platform, there had been an upsurge in job postings for cybersecurity
roles by 150% between January 2017 and March 2018 along with a corresponding increase of
129% in job searches for the same in the same period.
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